




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 19th January 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Matthew Doggett, Charlie Marks  Frank Fowler and Stephen Emery.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO.
Councillor Christoper Thornhill Cambridgeshire County Councillor                                                                  5 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                      
M104/25  Public Forum. The Chairman welcomed County Councillor Christopher Thornhill.
Councillor Thornhill stated that he was concerned at the number of potholes in and around Manea and that he would continue to report and chase repairs to the local roads.

M105/25: Apologies. There were none.

M106/25: The Chairman reported the resignation of Councillor Jan Coupland. Members expressed their thanks and appreciation for the work Mrs Coupland had carried out as a Parish Councillor and for her voluntary work within the community. Members requested the Clerk purchase a bouquet of flowers to present to Mrs Coupland as a way of thanking her for her commitment. 
· The Clerk reported that he would be contacting Fenland District Council to declare the  council seat vacant.
· There would be a notice advertising the vacancy, which would require 10 signatures to call a by-election.
· In the absence of a request for an election, members would have the opportunity to co-opt a qualifying applicant.
· The Chairman stated that there was a vacancy for the post of Vice-Chairman of the Council, the Clerk reported that under the Local Government Act 1972 (section 15, paragraph 6) the council is not required to elect a Vice-Chairman.
· Members agreed to leave the post vacant until the annual meeting of 18th May 2026.
                                         
M107/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M108/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in item 6: Planning Applications, as a member of Fenland District Council Planning Committee. Councillor Marks took no part in the discussions or voting
Councillors Stephen Emery and Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillors Emery and Bartram took no part in the discussion or voting.
Councillor Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 8: Budget Report. Councillor Bartram left the room and took no part in the discussion or voting. (Councillor Bartram’s company supplies contracting services to the council).

M109/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 15th December 2025 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillors Emery and Bartram reported that the tower for the aerator had been assembled and was ready for installation.
· Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that a wassail would be held at the orchard on 1st February 2026. Members agreed to cover the cost of the hire of a room to hold a “Hedgehog talk”
· Tilley: Councillor Marks reported that the preferred option for the location of Tilley was “Dicks Green”. Members agreed to meet at “Dicks Green” at 6.30pm on 16th February 2026.




 M110/25: Planning Applications:

	F/YR25/0957/PIP
	Erection of 9 dwellings, land north of 16, Westfield Road, Manes
	OBJECT
· Back land development
· Over development
· Inadequate access and splays
· Inadequate drainage
· No details of sewage
· Precedent
If FDC is minded to approve, MPC would request £2000 per dwelling for community projects

	F/YR25/0984/F
	Conversion of lost space etc, at, 6 Sears Bungalows, Days Lode Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR25/0985/VOC
	Variations of conditions at, Cadermist, Ireton’s Way, Chatteris.
	No Comment

	F/YR25/539/TDC
	Technical details, 9 dwellings at,
Land Southeast of 76, Station Road, Manea 
	OBJECT
· Road not up to adoptable standard
· Inadequate drainage
· No sewer details
If FDC are minded to approve, MPC would request the sum of £2000 per dwelling for community projects.



F/YR25/539/TDC: Comment: This application is part of a major development. Manea Parish Council would prefer to see a strategic planning application rather than “piecemeal” development

	M111/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M112/25: Budget:
· Members received the 2026/2027 draft budget proposals.
· Members accepted the budget report
· Members agreed to submit a request to Fenland District Council for a precept of £97,500

M113/25. Malcolm Willmott. Members requested the Clerk to seek and purchase a suitable retirement gift for Mr Willmott in recognition for the work he had carried out for Manea and the Community.

M/114/25: Correspondence: Previously circulated.


M115/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 16th February 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 7.45pm

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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