




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 16th March 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Matthew Doggett, Frank Fowler and Stephen Emery.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO   
Councillor Christopher Thornhill (CCC)                                                                                                                                                  10 members of the public 

Mrs Jan Coupland: Before the meeting commenced, the Chairman, Councillor Ben Bonos, presented former Councillor Jan Coupland with a bouquet of flowers, thanking her for her work as a member of the Parish Council and for her work in the community. Councillor Bonos highlighted her commitment to the community and her valued advice.
                                                                                                                                                                      
M127/25  Public Forum. Mr Martin Hindy asked if the council if it was possible to place the following reports on the Parish Council Website.
· Tree report
· ROSPA reports
· Lights report
Councillor Christopher Thornhill spoke about the state of the roads particularly the number of potholes. Councillor Thornhill said that the County Council had improved quality control regarding the repairs of potholes but urged the Parish Council and members of the community to continue to complain and register potholes.
The Clerk read an advice note from the SLCC and Wellers Law Group, advising that it is doubtful if a Parish Council could sue the County Council regarding potholes. If the council wished to proceed with legal action, the council would need to engage a specialist barrister,  obtaining an opinion would cost several thousand pounds. 
Mr James Fuller spoke about the need to reduce the speed limit from 50mph to 30mph at the approaches to the Stonea rail underpass. Mr Fuller asked the Parish Council for support. Members asked the Clerk to write a letter of support to Cambridgeshire Highways.

M128/25: Apologies. Councillor Charlie Marks
                                         
M129/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M130/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. 
Councillors Stephen Emery and Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillors Emery and Bartram took no part in the discussion or voting

M131/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 16th February 2025 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillors Emery and Bartram reported that the chippings to the walkways was progressing.
· Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that 30 trees had been planted around the new football pitch and that the pear and apple trees had been pruned. Councillor O’Keefe reported that 5 planters were to be sponsored by local businesses. 
· Malcolm Willmott: The Chairman reported that a monetary gift and card had been sent to Mr Willmott, noting his retirement as Parish Caretaker and thanking him for his work within the community.

 M132/25: Planning Applications:

	F/YR26/0115
	Change of use at, Buildings, Poplars Farm, Wimblington Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0119/F
	Works to Oak Tree at, Four Oaks, Wisbech Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/3035/COND
	Reserved Conditions at, Site of Former 18, Westfield Road, Manea
	Noted

	F/YR26/3039/COND
	Reserved Conditions at, Land North of 96a to 100, Westfield Road, Manea
	Noted

	F/YR26/0154/F
	Alterations to Existing Dwellings at, 22-24 Westfield Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0174/F
	Retention of 29, Monitoring Boreholes, at land North of Chatteris North, of A142 and east of A141
	Noted




	M133/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M134/25: Casual Vacancy: The Clerk reported that there were no applications for the current councillor vacancy. The Clerk reported that the post would not be advertised for a further 6 months, however as this would be close to the next all-out elections, the seat would remain vacant.

M135/25: Fireproof Safe: Mr Marin Hindy reported at the meeting of 16th February  2026 that he was in possession of a number of historical and archive documents, he had suggested that the council may wish to purchase a fireproof safe. The Clerk reported that the council had a duty to preserve historical documents safely. The Clerk recommended that members should consider purchasing a fireproof safe at a cost of between £4000/£5000, to be funded as part of the Tilley restoration and display project. The Clerk also recommended that a suitable location would need to sought. He suggested in the new building which would display Tilley. Members agreed that the Clerk should pursue the purchase and funding of the safe along with the Tilley project.

M136/25: Tree signage: Councillor Janet O’Keefe proposed that the council should invest in tree signage using name tags to all the new trees. Members agreed that Councillor O’Keefe obtain quotations for the signs.

M137/25: Application for Grant: An application was received from the Manea Primary School for the provision of an electrical supply to the new shed, which was part funded by the parish council.
The Clerk reported that a full and valid  application had been received for the sum of £280 + VAT.
Members agreed to approve the application. 

M138/25: Manea Community Hub: The Clerk reported that Cambridgeshire Acre had not received any further funding for Community Hubs. Subsequently there would be no further funding for the Manea Hub.
It is with regret that without further sources of funding, the Hub will close at the end of March 2026.

M139/25: S M Guy Memorial Playing Field: The Clerk reported that H M Land Registary had finally completed the registration of the S M Guy Memorial Field, confirming that Manea Parish Council were the registered legal owners.

M140/25: Parcel of Recreation Land at Charlemont Drive, Manea: The Clerk reported that the recreation land at Charlemont Drive had no recognised legal owner following the liquidation of the site developer.
As agreed at the meeting 16th February 2026, minute M125/25, the council agreed to seek ownership of all assets currently owned by Fenland District Council.
As this parcel of land is not in the ownership of Fenland District Council. Members agreed to ask the
Clerk to pursue an Adverse Possession Claim. The Clerk was authorised to seek legal advice.

M141/25: Correspondence: 
· A request was received from St. Nicholas Church to use the Community Orchard for a Wild
Church Service on Easter Saturday.
· Members were advised that the annual ROSPA safety inspection would take place during April
· A letter was received from Mr Kevin Ankin about the Dog Bin adjacent to 14b Westfield Road
Manea. The bin had been vandalised and had gone missing.
· The Clerk gave an update on Local Government Reorganisation.

M142/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 20th April at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.15

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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