




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 15th September 2025 

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Jan Coupland ( Vice Chairman), Chris Bartram, Charlie Marks, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Frank Fowler and Matthew Doggett.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO.
20 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                      
M053/25  Public Forum. Mr Gordon Beeken asked about the condition of Pump Corner and commented that the street signs were rusty and hard to read. Councillor Janet O’Keefe assured Mr Beeken that Pump Corner would be attended to this Autumn, Councillor Charlie Marks would report the street signs to Fenland District Council.
Alan Woodley asked if a bus stop could be positioned nearer to the station, the Clerk reported that Councillor James Carney (FDC) was working with Fenland District Council, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and the bus companies to install a bus stop nearer the station.
Gillian Stables complained about the state of some of the footpaths. Councillor Janet O’Keefe would contact Cambridgeshire County Council.
Alan Woodley remarked that access to the doctor’s surgery was blocked by cars parking inconsiderably near the surgery. Councillor Jan Coupland would speak to the doctors and remind people that the Royal British Legion car park was available for patient parking.
.
M054/25: Apologies. Councillor Stephen Emery

M055/55: The Chairman welcomed Councillor Frank Fowler to his first Parish Council Meeting.
                                         
M056/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M57/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. Councillor Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7 and took no part in the debate or voting.

M58/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 21st July 2025 were received and accepted,                  the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.

· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillor Chris Bartram gave a brief update; Councillor Janet O’Keefe gave a progress report regarding the orchard. Councillor O’Keefe reported that the autumn pruning was well underway, work was progressing to provide new trees and trees around the new football field. Councillor O’Keefe reported that sponsors were being sought for the provision of and maintaining the village planters.
· There had been no further instances of dead birds around the lake and there was no further news from DEFRA regarding the suspected bird flu.
· GALA: Councillor Nick Usher reported that the 2025 GALA was a huge success and had raised in excess of £2,000. The next GALA would be held 11th July 2026. This would be the 70th GALA.

                                                                                                        
 M059/25: Planning Applications: There were no planning applications

	
M060/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.
· The Clerk/RFO gave a financial update regarding the half yearly accounts. The RFO reported that the budget monitoring demonstrated that the council was meeting its financial obligations and that the council was operating within the budget financial parameters.

M/61/25: Neighbourhood Plan: The Clerk reported that the government had withdrawn funding for Parish Neighbourhood Plans. Parishes could self-fund, however, the Clerk/RFO pointed out that the £18,000 required was not in the council’s budget and in any case Fenland District Council had still not completed a District Wide Plan and Local Government Reorganisation would further delay the process.
Members agreed to delay work to a Neighbourhood Plan, depending upon further guidance and information regarding funding.

M062/25: Dog Walking Park. Mr Ian Stimson presented to the council a petition containing 133 signatures in support of a public dog walking and exercise park. The  Chairman received the petition on behalf of 
the council and asked the Clerk to research the matter and report back at a future meeting. The Chairman
assured Mr Stimson that the council would report back as part of the budget process.

M063/25: Tilley: Following extensive public consultation the Council resolved to take full ownership of 
Tilley (a two-hundred-year-old horse drawn fire engine which was bequeathed to the community of Manea
 Parish)  and be responsible for the following:
· The wellbeing of Tilley
· Maintenance and repair of Tilley
· Safe Storage of Tilley
· Be responsible for the Insurance of Tilley
· Find a suitable site and facilities to exhibit Tilley.

M064/25: Application for Grant: The Council received an application from the Manea Social Group for a grant of £40 towards an afternoon tea event for over 60’s.
Members agreed to the grant, and the sum of £40 would be paid direct to the Manea Village Hall.

M065/25: Correspondence: 
· Community Hub: The Clerk reported that Cambridgeshire Acre had offered a further grant of 
£1,000 for the Community Hub.
· An invitation was received from Cambridgeshire Acre to an afternoon tea at the Royal British
Legion on Monday 6th October 2025 at 2pm to celebrate and thank the volunteers for the
voluntary work at the Community Hub.
· A letter was received from March Football Academy asking if they could use our football
pitches. The Chairman would speak to the football clubs.

M066/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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