




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 20th October 2025 

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Jan Coupland ( Vice Chairman), Chris Bartram, Charlie Marks, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Frank Fowler and Emery.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO.
10 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                      
M067/25  Public Forum. Mr Gordon Beeken asked about the condition of Pump Corner and the planters placed around the village, Mr Beeken also mentioned the poor state of the footpaths and drains in the village, grass and weed are growing and look “scruffy”. It was pointed out that the poor state of the pavements was the responsibility of Cambridgeshire County Council and would be reported. Mr Beeken also reported that a streetlight outside the Chinese Fish and Chip Shop was faulty and only came on intermittently. The Clerk responded that the lamppost was an old concrete structure and was scheduled to be replaced. The Clerk would ask Fenland District Council to prioritise the replacement.
Mr Ian Stimson reported that parking issues were reoccurring in School Lane, motorists were parking outside people’s gates and double parking. Councillor Jan Coupland would raise the matter with the police and Councillor Charlie Marks would speak to parking enforcement at Fenland District Council.
Members received a presentation from Mr Robert Windell of Fenland Radio; Mr Wendell explained the work of the radio station and its mission. Members were invited to use the Fenland Radio “APP”.

M068/25: Apologies. Councillor Matthew Doggett
                                         
M069/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M70/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. Councillors Chris Bartram and Stephen Emery declared a pecuniary interest in item 7 and took no part in the debate or voting.
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6, Planning as member of Fenland District Council Planning Committee. He took no part in the discussions.

M71/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 15th September 2025 were received and accepted,                  the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.

· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillors Chris Bartram and Stephen Emery gave a brief update; Councillor Janet O’Keefe gave a progress report regarding the orchard. Councillor O’Keefe reported that the autumn harvest of fruit was underway, the fruit has been distributed to both community hubs and senior pupils at the Primary School.
· Dog Walking Area: The Clerk gave a brief update on the progress of the dog walking request, a full report for members to consider would be completed in time for the  budget setting later in the year.
· GALA: Councillor Nick Usher reported that the committee had received a donation of £1000 from a local business.
· Christmas: Councillor Nick Usher reported that the Christmas Lights switch on would be 30th November 2025 and Santa would tour the village from 19th December 2025.

                                                                                                        
 M072/25: Planning Applications:

	F/YR25/0725/TRTPO
	Works to Oak tree, Park Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR25/0768/F
	Chicken Farm, Horseway, Chatteris
	No Objection




	
M073/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments

M074/25: Tilley: Members agreed to from a working party to look after the interests of Tilley.
Members volunteering:
· Councillor Charlie Marks
· Councillor Stephen Emery
· Councillor Frank Fowler
· Councillor Nick Usher
The members of the working party would ask members of the community to join the group.

M075/25: Parcel of land at 30 Station Road, Manea. The Clerk reported that Fenland District Council had offered  to transfer a parcel of land in Station Road to Manea Parish Council.
Members resolved to defer and decision of acceptance to a future meeting.

M076/25: Streetlight at Glebe Close Manea. The Clerk reported that he had ben advised that a bracket    and light was attached to a private house, although Manea Parish Council is responsible for its repair and maintenance. The bracket is now considered unsafe and needs to be removed.
Members agreed to ask Fenland District Council to remove the bracket. Members also resolved not to authorise the installation of a new column streetlight on the pavement outside the property.

M07725: Countryside Watch. Councillor Frank Fowler will take the place of David Payne as one of the 3     co-ordinators for the Cambridgeshire Countryside Watch.

M078/25: Correspondence:
· Letter was received from Councillor James Carney regarding an additional bus stop at the station
· Letter was received from Anglian Water regarding the latest consultation period regarding the new reservoir. The next round of consultations will be held at the King Edward Centre, Chatteris,
15th October to 10th December 2025, and next Community Liaison Group will be held on 
Thursday 20th November 2025 at the King Edward Centre. 

M/079/25: Confidential Item: Information Commissioner’s Office.

M/080/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall
The meeting closed at 8.40pm

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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