




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 16th February 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Matthew Doggett, Charlie Marks  Frank Fowler and Stephen Emery.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO                                                                                                                                                     10 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                      
M116/25  Public Forum. Mr Martin Hindy asked if the council could make provision of a fireproof safe for the storage of historic documents. Mr Hindry also asked if up to date council documents could be placed on the council’s website.
Mr Hindry said that the FACT hub at the Village Hall has up to 50 participants.
Mrs Jill Stables asked about the parking of cars on match days, the Chairman reassured her that the volume of cars had not changed and that alternatives were being explored.
Mrs Miriam Steadman complained about the destruction of the grass area adjacent to the Wisbech Road/Station Road junction. Councillor Chris Bartram would inform the relevant person.
Mr Robert Windle gave an update on the activities of Fenland Radio. He reported that average audience figures were 1000 listeners. Mr Windle reminded members that any newsworthy items would be welcomed for broadcasting 

M117/25: Apologies. There were none.
                                         
M118/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M119/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in item 6: Planning Applications, as a member of Fenland District Council Planning Committee. Councillor Marks took no part in the discussions or voting. Councillor Marks left the room for the debate of F/YR26/0058/F
Councillors Stephen Emery and Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillors Emery and Bartram took no part in the discussion or voting.
Councillor Nick Usher declared a pecuniary interest in F/YR26/010/C10490E, as the power lines cross his property.

M120/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 19th January 2025 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillors Emery and Bartram reported that the chippings to the walkways was progressing, the brambles had been removed.
· Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that 26 new fruit trees had been planted.
· Tilley: Members confirmed that the preferred site for Tilley was “Dicks Green”, the Clerk confirmed that he would pursue a planning application. The Clerk/RFO confirmed that he had applied for a National Lottery Grant.
· Potholes. Councillor Marks reported the concerns of the village; he offered to organise a public meeting to discuss and put pressure on Cambridgeshire Highways to repair the potholes.








 M121/25: Planning Applications:

	F/YR26/0058/F
	Erection of 25 Dwellings at Land North of 3-4 Fallow Corner Drove, Manea
	OBJECT:
· Impact on the location and impact on the village
· Over development
· Impact of drainage, sewage and flooding
· Inadequate access and egress
· Lack of clarity regarding adoption of road
· Back land development
· Is there a need?
· If the planning authority are minded to approve, a sum of £2000 should be donated for local community projects

	F/YR/26/0063/VOC
	Removal of Condition of occupancy, at 33 School Lane, Manea
	No Comment
· In adequate information

	F/YR26/0103/LB
	External Works to existing building at, Fortrey Hall, Engine Bank Mepal
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0104/C1490E
	Amend overhead lines, North and West of Dunvegan Close, Manea
	No Objection




	M122/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M123/25: Application for Grant: An application was received from Chatteris and Manea Brass Band for a grant of £1,000 towards a new re-placement container to store instruments.
Members agreed to grant £1,000 subject to match funding from Chatteris Town Council being secured.

M124/25: Fenland District Council Assets. As a result of the proposed local government re-organisation, current 1st and 2nd tier authorities are considering the re-distribution of assets to parish councils. Manea    Parish Council have identified 4 parcels of land, currently used as public open space. These spaces are currently owned and maintained by Fenland District Council. Manea Parish Council have written to Fenland District Council expressing an interest in taking ownership of these assets. There would be no capital                   expenditure to the council, although Manea Parish Council will be responsible the maintenance.
The Clerk read a letter from Fenland District Council stating that all asset transfers were under 
consideration and that further communication would be sent in due course.




M/125/25: Correspondence: Previously circulated.


M126/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 16th March 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.10pm

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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