




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 20th April 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Matthew Doggett. Charlie Marks and Frank Fowler.
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO   
                                                                                                                                                                                          4 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                      
M143/25  Public Forum. Jill Staples complained at the confusion caused by the road repairs. Councillor Marks reported that the County Highways were aware of the problems and had undertaken to improve the signage.

M144/25: Apologies. Councillors: Stephen Emery and Councillor Christopher Thornhill (CCC)
                                         
M145/25: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M146/25: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. 
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6 Planning, as a member of Fenland District Planning Committee.  Councillor Marks took no part in the discussion or voting. Councillor Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillor Bartram took no part in the discussion or voting

M147/25: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 16th March 2026 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Councillor Bartram reported that the water level in the lake had fallen by 300mm, the Clerk would ask for permission to extract water from the main ditches.
· Trees: Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that all of the fruit trees had now been pruned. Councillor O’Keefe reported that the 5 planters sponsored by local businesses would be installed by end of May 2026. As the new trees required watering, permission was granted to draw water from the cemetery supply.
· Potholes: it was reported that intense lobbying of the County Council continues.
· Tree Signage: It was agreed to purchase 26 new tree signs at £6.00 each to label the new trees.
· Land at Charlemont Drive: Following legal advice regarding the possible transfer of the land to Manea Parish Council and the difficulties and cost involved, members agreed not to pursue the transfer of the land to the ownership of Manea Parish Council.
· CCTV: The Chairman reported that surveying and exploring options were ongoing.

M148/25: Planning Applications:



	F/YR26/0208/RM
	Reserved Matters, Fodder Fen Road
	No Comment

	F/YR26/0213/F
	First Floor Extension, 34 Westfield Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0218/F
	Garage/Workshop Conversion, 53, Charlemont Drive, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0220/F
	Erect 5 Dwellings at, Land North of Cherry Tree House, Fallow Corner Drove, Manea
	The council objected to the outline application and continue to do so.
Note: The council requests a sum of £2000 per dwelling for community projects if the planning authority are minded to approve.

	F/YR26/0221/F
	Single storey extension etc at, 74, Westfield Road, Manea
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0227/F
	Retention of 4 monitoring boreholes at land north of A142 and East of 141
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0248/SCOP
	Proposed extension of Block Fen Quarry, Chatteris
	Noted




	M149/25: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M150/25: Appointment of Internal Auditor: Members agreed to the appointment of Robert Mandley to act as the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2025/2026.

M151/25: Neighbourhood Plan: Members agreed to sponsor a Neighbourhood Information Event for the cost of £670 + VAT, on a date to be decided. 

M152/25: Knife Crime Incidents: Following a letter from Mr Martin Hindry requesting funding for Bleed  Kits, members agreed in principle to fund the provision of Bleed Kits after discussions with the First Responders.

M153/25: Installation of a GRP Cabinet on “Dicks Green”: The Clerk reported that he was very concerned at the condition of the electrical supply and box on “Dicks Green”. The box was damaged and no longer waterproof and was a Health and Safety hazard, the electrical supply had insufficient capacity for future use, and the power supplier would not install a smart meter. The Clerk reported that he had a quotation to replace the box and to upgrade the capacity of the supply to cater for the future “Tilley” building, for the sum of £1238.70 + VAT.
Members agreed unanimously to give the Clerk the authority to get the work carried out as soon as possible.

M154/25: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 18th May at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, following the Annual Parish Meeting

The meeting closed at 8.10

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman


Date……………………………………………
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