




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 18th May 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe, Matthew Dogget, Stephen Emery and Charlie Marks 
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO 
Councillor James Carney (FDC)  
                                                                                                                                                                                          6 members of the public 

M001/26: Election of Chairman – Councillor Ben Bonos was elected Chairman of the Council for the municipal year 2026/2027. Councillor Bonos signed the declaration of office.

M002/26: Election of Vice-Chairman – Councillor Stephen Emery was elected as Vice-Chairman of the council for the municipal year 2026/2027. Councillor Emery signed the declaration of office.
                                                                                                                                                                      
M003/26  Public Forum. Mr Gordon Beeken asked about the state of the paintwork at pump corner.
Councillor Chris Bartram volunteered to look at the paintwork when re-painting the War Memorial

M004/26: Apologies. Councillor: Frank Fowler
                                         
M005/26: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M006/26: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. 
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6 Planning, as a member of Fenland District Planning Committee.  Councillor Marks took no part in the discussion or voting. Councillor Chris Bartram declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillors Bartram and Emery took no part in the discussion or voting

M007/26: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 20th April 2026 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance: Following the dry spring, the Clerk reported that the water levels in the lake were below the requirements for the maintenance of the water and the health of the fish. The Clerk reported that arrangements had been made to extract water from the local drainage system to replenish the lake. The Clerk reminded members that the council hold a full extraction certificate granted by Middle Level and the Environment Agency
· Trees and Nature: Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that the bird and bat boxes were in place. The nature and recovery work is progressing.
· Neighbourhood Plan: The Chairman reported that the public exhibition would take place in the Church Rooms on Wednesday 8th July 2026 between 3pm and 9pm.
· Bleed Kits: The Chairman reported a letter from Mrs Lisa Eves, of the Manea First Responders. Mrs Eves raised concerns regarding the administration and the qualifications of the persons who would use the bleed kits. The Chairman pointed out that volunteers, including a lead to administer the bleed kits.





M008/26: Planning Applications:

	F/YR26/0319/AG1
	Agricultural Building. Langwood Fen Drove
	No Objection

	F/YR26/0323/O
	Erect up to 9 dwellings, at 27B Westfield Road, Manea
	OBJECT
· Poor Access
· Not a diverse mix of properties
· Westfield Road is already over developed
· Inadequate sewage, surface water run-off
· Loss of industrial/commercial area.
· Manea infrastructure already up to capacity
· If FDC are minded to approve. MPC requests £2000 per unit for community projects.

	F/YR26/0328/VOC
	Removal of condition. 35, Charlemont Drive, Manea
	No Objection



	M009/26: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M010/26: ROSPA, The Chairman reported that the annual ROSPA inspection had taken place on the S M Guy Memorial Playing Field and the Skate Park.  There were no significant “red” issues to report. The report would be circulated and placed on the council’s web site.

M011/26: Football Fields: The Chairman reported that the annual inspection of the football fields had taken place. S M Guy was rated “good” and the new football pitches as “advanced”. The Chairman thanked all the volunteers and footballers for their work.

M012/26: Play Equipment. The Clerk gave an update regarding the bid for new play equipment. Following an application of a grant of £55,000 from the Fenland District Council Play Fund.
The Clerk reported that the bid had been successful.
A communication from Fenland District Council had identified the play area in Hutchinson Close, (currently FDC land), as a location for a new play park. FDC would apply for planning permission to install the equipment.
Manea Parish Council will be consulted regarding the type(s) of play equipment. MPC will also be able to choose the replacement play equipment for the S M Guy Memorial Playing Field.
As part of the bid process the Clerk had included a grant for the re-surfacing of the MUGA (£3000).
The Clerk would ask FDC if they would allow MPC to commission the work and re-imburse the council for the work.

M013/26: War Memorial. The Chairman and Councillors Bartram and Emery would undertake to clean and repaint the kerb on the War Memorial.
The council will provide the materials.

M014/26: Station Road – Traffic Management. A member of the public had expressed concerns regarding the speeding traffic in Station Road. Councillor Nick Usher reported that despite continual efforts no volunteers had come forward to carry out speed watch and until there are sufficient volunteers and an active lead, there was little the council could do. Members resolved to once again  highlight  to the problem to the police.

M015/26:  Meeting Dates, Members received the proposed meeting dates for 2026/2027

M016/26: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 15th June at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.30

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman

Date……………………………………………














	






 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



		
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	







	
	
	

	
	
	








Confidential Item

M/016/26: Request for re-payment from a member of the Carp Syndicate.
The clerk reported that he had been informed by the Carp Syndicate that a member of the syndicate
had been suspended form the syndicate for breaking the syndicate rules and the rules of the fishing 
lake on the 6th April 2026.
Subsequently, the member had telephoned the Clerk and requested re-payment of his 2026/2027 fees,
As the incident took place on 6th April 2026, the incident clearly took place in the year 2026/2027.
Following consultation  with the carp syndicate, the Clerk reported the matter to the council at the meeting.
The Clerk gave a report, and following a reference to the fishing lake rules, which clearly state that if a member is suspended, the council/syndicate reserve the right not to repay subscriptions.
After a brief discussion, members unanimously voted not to repay the fees for 2026/2027.



Signed………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman



Date…………………………………………………………………………
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