




MANEA PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING                                                                                                                                                 15th June 2026

Present: Councillors,  Ben Bonos (Chairman), Chris Bartram, Nick Usher, Janet O’Keefe,  Stephen Emery, Frank Fowler and Charlie Marks 
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO 
                                                                                                                                                                                           2 members of the public 
 
M017/26  Public Forum. Mr Martin Hindry asked of he came up with further proposals to provide Blood Kits would the council consider his proposals. The Chairman Councillor Bonos stated that as the issue had been held in abeyance, members would of course have further discussions.
 
M018/26: Apologies. Councillor: Mattew Doggett and Councillor James Carney (FDC)
                                         
M019/26: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M020/26: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. 
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6 Planning, as a member of Fenland District Planning Committee, Councillor Janet O’Keefe declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6 (planning application F/YR25/0909/F)  Councillors Marks and O’Keefe took no part in the discussion or voting. Councillors Chris Bartram and Stephen Emery declared a pecuniary interest in item 7: Financial Report, Councillors Bartram and Emery took no part in the discussion or voting.
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in item 9, Street Lights, as a member of Fenland District Council.

M021/26: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 18th May 2026 were received and accepted, the Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance:  Councillor Janet O’Keefe gave an update on the state of some of the trees around the lake. Members would review the tree survey. Councillor Stephen Emery reported that the lake would re-open for fishing on Saturday 20th June 2026 following the end of spawning season.
· Play equipment: The Clerk reported a letter from Fenland District Council stating that the consultation regarding the siting of the new play area in Hutchinson Close showed a lack of support for the proposal. Members questioned the validity of the consultation as it was reported that residents had not received any communication from FDC. The Clerk would write to FDC.
· Tilly: Councillors Marks and Usher gave an update on the state of Tilly, the horse drawn fire engine was not in a bad state of repair. Councillor Usher would provide an updated schedule of work.

M022/26: Planning Applications:

F/YR25/0909/F: Erect 105 dwellings at Land South of 36-88 Westfield Road, Manea.
OBJECT
· There is no clear need for further large-scale development in Manea
· Inadequate detail of flooding mitigation
· There is insufficient capacity in the current sewage system
· Access and egress are inadequate and fails to address the issues of on street parking and visibility issues in Westfield Road Manea
· No clear commitment for community gain for the local community
· There is a public footpath/track which runs alongside the Fire Station that has not been addressed.
· The council would expect the roads to be up to adoptable standard
· Members noted that there was no clear indication as to who will be responsible for the pumping station
Note: If the Planning Authority are minded to approve this application, the provision of 25% affordable homes must be enforced.
Although £90,270.72 is to be allocated to the NHS/Doctors, there is not the capacity at the current surgery.
If the Planning Authority are minded to approve this application, a sum of £2,000 per dwelling should be made available for local community projects.
If the Planning Authority are minded to approve this application, Manea Parish Council would need a commuted sum to maintain the open space.

	F/YR26/0909/F
	105 x dwellings at 36-88 Westfield Road, Manea
	See Above

	F/YR25/0795/F
	Erect 20 x dwellings 15, Westfield Road, Manea.
	Approve/Support
Comment: The road should be made to adoptable standard.
The developer has indicated £40,000 for local projects.
Manea Parish Council insist on the full amount be allocated for local leisure projects, to be for the allocation by the Parish Council.

	F/YR26/0385/F
	Dropped Kerbs, 38A Westfield Road, Manea
	No Objection



	M023/26: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M024/26: Audit and Governance Return 2025/2026 (AGAR) The Clerk/RFO presented the Annual Governance Return for 2025/2026. The Clerk/RFO gave a presentation  of how the AGAR was formulated along with variances. The Clerk/RFO presented the Internal Auditors Report which concluded that the accounts were in order and all the administrative obligations had been met.
The Chairman proposed the adoption of the report and return; the proposal was agreed unanimously.
The Chairman signed the returns.

M026/26: Street Lights Maintenance: The Clerk presented a schedule of works for the replacement of 13no concrete columns and the replacement with steel columns with LED lighting. The Clerk reminded members that the council had agreed to replace all of the defective streetlights and that provision 
of the cost had formed part of the precept calculations and that the funds were available to carry out
the work. The quoted cost was £16,782; however, it was reported that the column in Park Road had been replaced and was subject to an insurance claim following a car accident. Members gave the Clerk the authority to commission the work as soon as possible.





M027/26: Application for a grant: An application for a grant of £480 was received from “Chill and Chat”
to enable the club to continue until December 2026. The Clerk reported that the club had received grants from charitable organisations.
Members agreed to donate £480 and that the Clerk/RFO would administer the grant and make the payments for the room hire.


M028/26: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 20th July at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.20

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman

Date……………………………………………
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