
MANEA PARISH COUNCIL    

MINUTES OF THE MEETING    

21st September 2026

Present: Councillors,  Janet O’Keefe,  Stephen Emery, Frank Fowler, Matthew  Doggett, Nick Usher, Chris Bartram and Charlie Marks 
Alan Melton Clerk/RFO 
                                                                                                                                                                                           10 members of the public 

In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Stephen Emery (Vice-Chairman) chaired the meeting.
 
M040/26  Public Forum. Miriam Steadman Asked for an update regarding Tilley. Councillor Marks commented that the survey work was ongoing and that Tilley was safely stored in Mr Cooks barn.
She also asked about a safety sign at the entrance of the drove next to the school where tractors, lorries and other vehicles are speeding causing distress to users and adjacent properties.
Mr Gordon Beeken made the following comments: 
· The street signs need painting
· The fence around the pump at pump corner needed repair and painting
· The posts outside the S M Guy Memorial Playing Field need painting
· The cemetery path needs to be repaired.
· There were still weeds in the pavements a kerbs
The Clerk said that the relevant authorities would be lobbied. In this financial year there was no budget for further capital expenditure, however repairs to the entrance of the park and cemetery will be included in the budget of 2027/2028 budget subject to members approval.

M041/26: Apologies. Councillor: Ben Bonos and Councillor James Carney (FDC)
                                         
M042/26: Code of Conduct, Members were reminded of the Code of Conduct.

M043/26: Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests. 
Councillor Charlie Marks declared a pecuniary interest in Item 6 Planning, as a member of Fenland District Planning Committee
Councillors Steve Emery and Chris Bartram declared pecuniary interest in item 7, Financial Matters.

M044/26: Minutes, the minutes of the meeting 20th July 2026 were received and accepted, the Vice-Chairman signed the minutes.

Actions and progress from previous minutes.
· Community Lake and Orchard Maintenance:  Councillors Steve Emery and Chris Bartram gave an update on the state of the trees around the lake and reported that remedial work was ongoing. Councillor Janet O’Keefe reported that the fallen fruit had been collected and distributed to the hubs and any surplus would be taken to the school.
· Play Areas. The Clerk reported that all the recommended repairs had been completed.
· Gala. Councillor Nick Usher reported that the 2026 Gala was once again a success and that the profit on the day was £4,000
· Christmas Fayre. Would take place on 28th November 2026





M045/26: Planning Applications:

	F/YR26/0647/F

	Change of use at 55-57 Charlemont Drive, Manea
	No Objection



 F/YR25/0795/F:  15, Westfield Road, Manea. Councillor Charlie Marks reported that the Chief Planning Officer at Fenland District Council was proposing to refuse the planning application, This is contrary to the recommendation to approve by Manea Parish Council. The application would provide a further 8 affordable bungalows for elderly residents from the village, enabled by the construction of new builds. Members resolved to ask the Clerk to write to the Chief Planning Officer to point out that the provision of 8 affordable homes was a much-needed community gain for the community.

M/046/26: Chill and Chat Community Hub: The Clerk reported that a further grant from Cambridgeshire Acre had ensured that Chill and Chatt would continue for a least 2 more years

	M047/26: Financial matters, The Clerk/RFO presented the financial report and payments. Members approved the accounts and authorised payments.

M048/26: Application for a grant: A request was received from Mr Martin Hindry for the sum of £200 initially followed by an annual payment of £100.
Members agreed in principle to the grant; however, greater clarity was needed particularly as the organisation had yet to agree a constitution and had no dedicated bank account. There was concern about the ongoing commitment of £100 per annum, members agreed that this would need to be applied for annually subject to a report and justification.

M049/26: CCTV: The Clerk reported that the first camera had been installed in the S M Guy Memorial Playing Field for a trial period of 90 days. The Clerk and Councillor Doggett reported that the picture quality was exceptional. Following the 90-day trial period members will then decide the next steps including expanding the scheme to other locations in the village.

M050/26: War Memorial: The Clerk reported that upon further inspection it was found that the War Memorial was becoming unsafe, the grouting had rotted out and the kerbing had sunk. The Chairman and the Clerk sought tenders to carry out the work including cleaning and lettering. The lowest tender was £1495 including VAT.
Upon instruction from the Chairman and Clerk the work had been carried out. All members agreed that the War Memorial was looking really good and declared that it was money well spent.
As there was no provision  in the budget 2026/2027, members agreed to the RFO transferring the funds from the ground’s maintenance budget.

M051/26:  Proposal for a Sponsored Remembrance Day Lamppost Poppy Display. Members received a letter from Helen Drinkwater asking for council support. Members expressed support and would itself sponsor a poppy.

M052/26: Dr Bike: The Clerk reported that Cambridgeshire County Council were offering “Bike Repair” sessions. Members welcomed the proposal. The Clerk was asked to write to the County Council welcoming the scheme and suggest that the Wednesday Hub in the Village Hall  would be a good place to start.

M053/26: Information Commissioners Office (ICO) – Complaint: Steve Capes. The Clerk reported that the ICO had asked for further information regarding the vexatious complaint made by Mr Capes regarding the installation of the safety fence around the lake. The Clerk reported that he had compiled a long and detailed response to the complaint, including a detailed letter and several documents. The Clerk reported that to date the estimated cost of this exercise had cost the council (ratepayers of Manea £750) since the complaint was made in 2025. Members resolved that no further action should be taken and that the ICO and that this should be made clear to the ICO. Members asked the Clerk to seek recompense from Mr. Steve Capes for the time and expense incurred by the council.



M054/26: The date of the next meeting would be Monday 19th October 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.20


Signed……………………………………………………………………………………………….Chairman

Date……………………………………………
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